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tumultuous activity that had hitherto reigned in the
factory gave place to a death-like silence. The profit
that was lost to the town fell chiefly to the lot of
Amsterdam and Antwerp, but partly to the fairs held
annually in various localities of the Netherlands,
which benefited by this abandonment and which came
gradually to attract to themselves all the business of
the East

It must not be supposed, however, that the Hanseatic
Diet did not observe with dismay the visible and
rapid decline of the prosperity of this once flourishing
factory ; but what could they do to hinder the general
desertion of its merchants? Could they, reduced as
they were in strength and influence, restore to the city
of Bruges its character of general depdt for the West ?
Could they remove the obstruction of the Zivin,
ordered by the emperor, which, by a canal had con-
nected Bruges with the sea ? Were they not them-
selves so weakened that their own members refused
to pay the imposed dues, violated all the factory
laws, and traded and made common cause with the
natives ?

In vain did various diets send ambassadors to
Bruges to recall to the minds of the faithless traders
the laws under which they were constituted and by
which they were bound to abide. In vain did the
alderman of the factory itself plead with the men
living under his charge. The spirit of individualism
and insubordination was abroad, and since the League
could no longer ensure its old profits to its foreign
members, these no longer found it to their own
interests to obey its behests, many of which they